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t-REO RIE~KS <FRIE:KSl{pktph .stll~e.ii t.t$.: 

RSChG-.11-i("TSCHAFE::R~idptt~~~tit! . il.u:>"} 
3126198 4:18pm 
. ..,estir..i11·ti rJ!im:r~n 

West Cnlcago Environmental Health staff ht've adv1s.od that they ~re 
~~vr..ortiQ~t;nQ the misuse of .u pest'clde in Ot1,;;nq Pw ~- , ~~ . ~.: • l!t>rt'lli'EI 
• tt••·o. ".t=P8rdnttv, Petty's E~tt:>rr., ;:~a·iing Corr.plb 1 ~~: w:.:(.t:> ;:.~- )~. 11'!':·, ; 

wliad io t:-te Venure stOO; located at 1570·· s. Ha11em ir Or1aoo Part(, IL, 
on Saturr!~y. 11?.1198 b~~Jse of's mouse problem. ~t~·~ PCO ~;rtf·:~ 
·1.1s~ Zf' Tracic.!~r, .. ,~·, a ~!flrlcted use pestlcid-:: ~:'~ • · ' ~in;ng 1~~ l.lw: 
phvsphide as the active ~redi~nt, in an attempt tc. g~ln control of lhe 
mo'JS8 problem. (The miltef!lall:s grayish-black In color, ha~ a garlc odor 
and is in a cor-llir.ertnal bel,llr.; f.l wamlllQ signai 'lOrd (i •'·· •~Jicnl~. l~a• 
the pt'Odu-:t ~s nKJde~efy 1o#c1. We are ~ncertitin at ~hi.:; timtt a-~ b 

exitctly how i•'lft pc'-'JUt':··.:.~ .. · ·a,Jf. •. t r-41; howeve•, ~~ appe-!HS ti) ha\:e been 
:;Pi?.ad·thluughoc& man~ ••, l(llf tha stom. tJeh L.aborato~tes c•~~n. 
W!}, the manufi!'Ct.Jillf" · , , . f'>deH!lc~dtl; is being contacted for specific 
rHrections or. t/.oontanli;~l~n ~f e)'posed surfaces . 

. : ! : L i 
Th~re have tJeen a ·· .· '· cf, ~~'idlviduals (possibly employees) that have 
experienced vomiing . , d~ea, symptoms wflich have been 
associ_.ed with ICUte· ·. . hi b the product. They are being ac:Msed 
to soe;there phy5iclz-.ni( ·:: · ,~t s~.nl)l::>ms that are known to be 
assocl_.ed with acut& . · ·. ~~tl-phide poisoning include shock, wealt 
heart IDeal, low btood . .·~ · . re,! loss of consciousness, cyanosis, rales, 
restleSsness and fev .. f . leal grade zinc phosphide (Le .• above 
80%) has an LD 50 of( ', ' 45 . .7 mg/kg; Lower concentration 
fonnulations have h' · LD 60 values (I.e., they are less toxic). Again. a 
10% formulation was I · : ed at the store.) 

According to starr. . '. ~i'k Health Department closed the store 
yesterday, 3125. At · · , ~ I do not know the details regarding the 
closing of the store. . . :lftdcate that Eileen Crosby is the contact at the 
local health dept. S 'Bbtnn, IDPH FD&D in Contrsl OffiCe and Paul 
McOonnald, IOPH F . . in!Bellwood have also been advised since there 
ar~ packaged fOOds . ~bly a snack bar i11 the iac1lity. 

L 'i 
The pestlcido is "'ly 3:7 In inaccessible ...,.. and offers oonlnJI 
when mice pick I up . ,Jheirfeetlfur and ingest it when they clean 
themselves. Once I ' , the product reacts with water and stomach 
acid to release phospHne gas. 

To my knOWledge, thei'Mdlahuve not been involved yet. Questions, 
please call me at 5-3178. 

Fred RJeclts 
Environmental Health 

CC: RSCHG.JN(" JOCONNOR@idph.state.il.us·. "EWILDERCidph ... 

. . no I . .,.~ .. , , 
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Dlt6: 
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':Air.·-

' ~Efl wr:<. ··.::: <~R~~C!<S@id~~~ . ~tst.:. i· : ;::~ 

F<5W~ T. F:5RCftA(BAUMGA RTNEk-OONALU) 
3/Z'T/f!fi 8 ;47am 
Pestlo: ·in MisL£;e -Fr.rw&rd~!~ 

NJ,ilr.hai ;~ cl copy of ~n tH I '>lr! 11ote ~•,at ! am p.-o'.liJ; .. \1 •·~ Yv\! .,.~~-h.• :-. 
rni$USe investigation We am iftvolved with involving Zinc Pllosphide 
i l"rJddno Fowdar (10%) 31 .:: ~_tt:,,1t~:rr~ ~tO'e in Or! :-.:· t~ r>,Jrit C:<> ;~ '1 : ·• 
chock with your lab to: set i-s .: 'ic.r ht'sve the C$p&Uiity itt ... .ni~r,:~· ti:J · , : 
Jeny Mad~. can't do it; IDA can't clo it and we are stiil checllir'lV wfth -,.,r 
Ctt~Jab to ~ee ifthtir c~r· to do i'L ~~'"''ks 

Fred 
PS ... the press ~now abou'l 1hfs nciW. 

CC: 
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fro:-:<., 
To: 
0..: 
S~bi'!.C 

('t4'':N~·, J ·• r.IAI .I~!lGA..~i I'J~!=: 

R&Ct-<G .if'l "kapatapQstate.mi.us" 
3127/f:JB •. 0.38am 
(.ilc ~ · r .. _, .;-:>i~idG PeS!k:lde fo.li~u :;tl ··f· ofW&Ic .:>-· f-:~,.>4 >' 

As per our tflleiMI~IIII cc:mversatlon a short while ago, the IIHn-::--ts Dt:~rtment of P:~hlic ~iealh Is et1rrentty 
In ~I'd! of~ • rt~ry wtri,:ll tm.•; lh£- ~lH!ii.; ' c ts' . <'i~l' '" ( ~: - ~n'- ph. ·.''i . i <~' ·:·, :Jc.!~ pc ,·t~:-. ·;tu!! 
lllms Slate: not h~ve the ehlltty, and t.elti -f': :t'Jos .ur !::PA (': :o•t•af f '"-::}!:• ·.il t-t~'- \f.( ·'rki(ttrJE< · 

sc-. ~- or our ~ctioo spoke earlier today both wrth Chun Wei K"o arY.t l.,r. 
-~<'! Lab.land tMy are willing':> anal,.-ze -''" ;af!iiJ>·~· ~:·::: ::~~ o~yeS~taruay. 
iCPH Is ~n tht 6-a ,,\ple~ ar~ ZP as admi!ted by •ne tpplica-: ·'· t ••t '·''-'; Je:s: .:, a -':ctfinn&tlon ·.-Of' 
~· ~blequent actions. An unoot~flrmed number of persons 5•.Jffered polsoninp symJiOms. 

llllllorrn~t<rtla~lr. ru~h for the sample ~nnalysos. C-ot:.)', ; tJ a. <3 1-3 Jur:> ,,, ttc-h'* t:<:~r found 
Vlllf11tu.nMllidM. 1 r.~ product ir. questic.-. Nf<$ cvef!: ;.•n ·3•.i wthi •· ':,e !>lll•\:1 ; 0 · mnlll8 co.-rot. The 

w••••••Trecking Powder(EPAR~. t : ~<iSS- ·: 6) . '¥'•' · ;,~11· ".01 :· IC. y.:_ ,: ·· ·:'iTI~~tely ~~ IOI'H 
thevi'llll Uo:)ecl ycsur tabotal'>ry so•v,ce~ 

Scientist 
J:n~~nmr~IIPII!Qttl~lcm Agency 

Petllciet!lll Plroor .. secllbn (ORT -8J) 

<DIIWIIIganJI!etr.donaldGepamail.epa.gov> 

>>>FRED <FRfECKSGidph.state.il.us> 03/27198 08:37am>>> 
Doft-
Alt8dted Is a an ~mail note that I am providing to you about a misuse inve~ we .-., 
inYolwed will zJnc Phosphide TracKing Powder (1 0%) at 1 Venture store In 011 ... Pa~ Can 
you chec* _..,your lab to see If they have the capabi'ity to analyze for zp·; .l'!n)' Madl c.'t a~ ii, 1DA 
can't do I and we in mill checking with our Chicago lab to se'! if they can to do it. lbanks 

Fred 
PS .. .Jhe pres$ kfM1!W about this now. 
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fmn . 
To: 
Dtitt: 
!'*'•·act 

Oe~f !" f~:!' 

~.'GN ., . 3-' · · r:.IEH 
Ft5C., .. N.~FHtc.-.. :· ',}Jrdph.state.rl.u:;:, rtpmaint :lb.in ... 
3127t,n ··!m 
P~!: .. -~L 

I FIRST ;aceived ~call abot.it this mcident at 8:50AM from rc..n VValker. ToM said that P•' had been fi~· 
!1~:1ed iri1r.s.;!t lfl 0 •"'M t• ¥~¥':~ fr•:m thb llinoi:=; En.~r~l~nc:.)' 1\/ _; _ ~.: : ·• . .... :1t :·.~~; ~, . t .·. :\.'~ .·; 1-.,IJ t:'iul ·! 

le ~l>'\'ti Pftetl~· I JJwtn.: .tot·• ~ ~~o trea:.ment f)f zinc pho~~·iiO w iYti ' .~ Ve1-1u•·•; :;..:.r" in Or1:.lnd Pi! ft.. He 
,.... ... c:t ,h.,, · ~ t>f •n.,btment or human exposures. Tom SF c; \~at hi:' YfOLtd fax me a C.O:JV of a 
'n~ Tti!l J1e ··:: ~·. ·~ . t t t~~posttre whell he l ·~·t"·'!iVf'!' i:. 

At~·!' 
1 

.. 4a H' ·• :es it'! ~MJ>onse to your inquiry below, as stilted in our telephone conversation a 
s .' · • • • '~ I ~ alt;:: (;!hedced with our EPA Region 5 CElntrz! Regiooallab (Chi Tang), who 
' : : at . · ~...... . hi Me )ft cc.~bi~ily to analyze '<'f zitK pho~•;ptt ide r-~, , c::::..odart~s cr mt••t~i<ls}, but 
; at · :v.~-:: (:4 as &n !Odlrect rne::.sure ·)f :e:SI·~ue. J\~·~·;vently CRI. as th<.! r.iJI!:•t to '* . · uf\!1 ror c ~ .. ·: 

J: • :., t~ ! ~M w :·ttack down a lab for z:nc i)hos;Jhide 
I : :r · I . 

· I~ · • j ' I l 

)·. I: 
' . ) 

~'!:0 RJ , . <FR12~CKS~idph.state. il.us> 03127/SS 08:37am »> 

A&W:h. ir .... :of a.n I+- ail note that I am providing to you about a misuse irlvestigation we are 
.ioWIIv · wlh lnv . ·no: Zin Ph•:lsphide Tracking Powder (10%) at a Venture store in Orland Pat1c Can 
yQII. wltb y .1 

• htb to e rr they have the capability to analyze for ZP? Jerry Mack can't do it, IDA 
CM1 d ' It and ~at& 'Siifi c , ecking with our Chicago lab to see if they can to do it. Thanks 

Fred ~· l, . . I 
PS ... th• press ~ abotr: fli~ now. 

. I 

WARD .tbHN, RSSCI.RSCHEM.TANG-CHI. R5SCI.R5CKEM.ELL .. CC: 
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Chemical: Zinc phos de (Zn3P2) 

Code: 
8601 
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